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Race, and the race to be governor 


New Pritzker-Blagojevich FBI wiretaps 
candidly show courting of black support 


By RICK PEARSON 
AND JEFF COEN 
Chicago Tribune 


On a dark, bitterly cold Sunday 
afternoon a week before Christ- 
mas, an under-the-weather U.S. 
Rep. Bobby Rush delivered a 
blistering, half-hour sermon in a 
historic Bronzeville church on 
why voters should support Demo- 
cratic governor candidate Chris 
Kennedy. 

“Stand up and vote for some- 
body who has change in his DNA. 
He can’t help but be about 
change,” Rush said as the more 
than 100 people gathered inside 
the city’s oldest African-American 
church clapped and shouted 
“Amen.” 

“Tm telling you, if we tied him 
up and turned him up and turned 


him upside down, turned him 
inside out, change is going to come 
out of him because he has been 
about change. He’s born and bred 
in change,” Rush said as Kennedy 
joined the Quinn Chapel AME 
church crowd in laughing. 


The rally highlighted the sig- 


nificance African-Americans play 
in deciding a statewide Demo- 
cratic primary, comprising as 
much as a third of the vote. 


Kennedy has made courting the 


black vote the key to his entire 
campaign strategy. Billionaire 
businessman J.B. Pritzker is open- 
ing campaign offices on the South 
and West sides. Evanston state 
Sen. Daniel Biss is relying on 
supportive African-American 
lawmakers to get the word out. 
And Chicago activist Tio Hardi- 
man is urging voters to “make 
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J.B. Pritzker was recorded in 2008 advising Gov. Rod Blagojevich to 
appoint Jesse White to the U.S. Senate because it “covers you on the 
African-American thing.” The full recording is at chicagotribune.com. 
history” by electing him Illinois’ Race and its ramifications on 
first black governor, though he has politics have long been a factor in 
little money to get that message city and state elections, though the 
out. voting public rarely gets to hear 


Ives surprised by 
attack ad backlash 


Rauner challenger Jeanne Ives 
defended the TV spot, saying the 
message was edgy, not an attack 
on people. Chicagoland, Page 4 


the calculations in blunt terms. 
That was the case nearly a decade 
ago, when Pritzker and then-Gov. 
Rod Blagojevich discussed the 
issue in a phone call the govern- 
ment secretly recorded as part of 
its investigation into the disgraced 
governor. The conversation has 
never before been publicly re- 
vealed. 

Pritzker, who was advising 
Blagojevich on filling the US. 
Senate seat held by Barack 
Obama, the nation’s first black 


Turn to Race, Page 5 


By DAN WIEDERER 
Chicago Tribune 


Of course Sequocoria 
Mallory remembers the call. 
That call. How could a mother 
forget? That distress in her 
daughter’s voice. The apprehen- 
sion. The plea for reassurance. 

Aja Evans’ early ventures 
into bobsledding had gone so 
well — until that moment in 
2012 when she actually had to 
jump in the back of a sled, duck 
her head and speed down the 
winding, icy track at the 
Olympic Sports Complex in 
Lake Placid, NY. 

For Evans, it felt like hopping 
into a trash can and rolling off 
the side ofa cliff. The speed was 
breathtaking. The racket and 
the rumbling proved disorient- 


ing. 

“It’s loud. It’s bumpy. You’re 
hitting stuff” Evans says. “It’s 
like all your senses are height- 
ened. So you go into defense 
mode. But then you know you 
have to stay relaxed. 

“It was so counterintuitive.” 

Frightening too. 

So when Evans’ sled finally 
came to a stop, she disem- 


Chicagoan Aja Evans works out in preparation for her second Olympics with the U.S. bobsled team. 


Olympian Evans 
won't let it slide 


Chicagoan on going for the gold in bobsled: 
‘I refused to let anyone tell me I couldn’t 


After panel’s vote, 
president to decide 
whether to release it 


By KAROUN DEMIRJIAN 
AND DEVLIN BARRETT 
The Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — The 
House intelligence committee 
voted unanimously Monday to 
release a Democratic rebuttal to 
GOP accusations that the FBI 
misled a secret surveillance 
court — but whether the infor- 
mation actually becomes public 
will depend on President Don- 
ald Trump, who has heaped 
scorn on the effort. 

The vote means the political 
rancor roiling Congress is likely 


Dems’ rebuttal now 
in Trump’s hands 


to continue, as accusations and 
counter-accusations fly about 
which party is misrepresenting 
or misusing sensitive intelli- 
gence surrounding the ongoing 
probe into whether any Trump 
associates coordinated with the 
Kremlin to interfere in the 2016 
presidential election. 


The panel’s senior Democrat, 


Rep. Adam Schiff of California, 
announced the vote results, say- 
ing GOP attacks on the Justice 
Department and the FBI show 
desperation on the part of the 
president’s defenders. 


“We think this will help in- 


form the public of the many 
distortions and inaccuracies” in 
the GOP memo released last 


Turn to Memo, Page 8 


Dow falls 
1,175 points 
in another 
big skid 
Analysts cite rising 
wages as a factor 
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By THOMAS HEATH 
AND HEATHER LONG 
The Washington Post 


The Dow Jones industrial 
average plunged 1,175 points 
Monday in an exceptionally 
volatile day for financial mar- 
kets around the world, stir- 
ring concerns about the dura- 
bility of the long-running 
stock gains. 

In the biggest global sell- 
off since 2016, financial mar- 
kets from Asia to Europe to 
the United States were 
rocked primarily by concerns 
about inflation. 

The Dow was off nearly 
1,600 points during afternoon 
trading, the largest intraday 
point decline in the blue-chip 
index’s history. But the 4.6 
percent loss for the day was 
not even close to the biggest. 

The Dow, which lost 666 
points Friday, ended Monday 
at 24,345.75. The Standard & 
Poor’s 500 index, the bench- 
mark most professional in- 
vestors and many index funds 


Evans, the brakeman for driver Jamie Greubel Poser, goes for 
bobsled gold two weeks from now at the Pyeongchang Games. 
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barked, found some privacy and 
called home. 


About this bobsledding thing... 
“I was trying to judge the 
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use, skidded 113.19 points, or 
4.1 percent, to 2,648.94. 

The downdraft raised 
fresh anxieties among Ameri- 
cans who have seen their 
retirement savings and 
household worth march 
steadily higher without any of 
the gyrations that are part ofa 
normal market cycle. 

It also threatened to de- 
prive President Donald 
Trump and the GOP of a 
favorite talking point at the 
nascent stages of the 2018 


tone of her voice before I gave 
any advice” Mallory recalls. 
“And if I can hear and feel her 
concerns, I can see if there’s a 
window to change whatever’s 
bugging her” 

With all that apprehension 
emanating through the phone, 
what was a mom to do but offer 
some encouragement and extra 
push? 


Turn to Olympics, Page 6 Turn to Dow, Page 8 
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John Mahoney, shown in 
2008, appeared in more than 
30 Steppenwolf productions. 


JOHN MAHONEY 
1940-2018 


‘Frasier’ star 
was staple 

of Chicago's 
theater scene 


By CHRIS JONES 
Chicago Tribune 


Millions of people thought 
they knew the actor John 
Mahoney from his work in 
the NBC sitcom “Frasier” — 
for 11 hit seasons from 1993 
through 2004, he played a 
cranky Seattle police officer 
who’d taken a bullet in the hip 
and then been forced to live 
with his neurotic son. But the 
famously private Steppen- 
wolf Theatre ensemble mem- 
ber was far more than the 
Hollywood gossip columnists 
ever knew. 

Mahoney died Sunday at 
the age of 77 of complications 
from throat cancer. 

For one thing, Mahoney 
was born British, despite his 
having no trace of a discerni- 
ble accent. He was a child of 
Manchester, England, a 
wartime evacuee to Black- 
pool on the Lancashire coast. 
Born in 1940, he first came to 


Turn to Mahoney, Page 6 


Tom Skilling’s forecast ae Highl8 Low 


9 Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back page of A+E section 
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